
Recent/Relevant:	  A	  Booklist
June	  2015-‐June	  2016
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Date Annotation

025.52
Cataloging and 
classification: An 
introduction

Chan, Lois 
Mai & Athena 
Salaba

2015 So many rules to disregard.

133.32 Rider tarot deck Breiseth, 
Megan 12/8/15

"You think you have to decide, that you're 
stuck -- but you've already made your 
choice and now you have to live it."

153.8

Not looking 
yourself: The cost 
of self-selecting 
photographs for 
identify verification

White, David, 
et al 2015

Choosing a representative photo of 
yourself is almost impossible. This has 
real world and psychological 
consequences.

154.6 Erin, you were in 
my dream Ficarra, Elise 10/3/15

"I'm in Vermont, but last night I dreamed 
you had 'printed' on your face. What are 
you revealing? It must be powerful to 
transmit this far."

154.6 Basic gestalt 
dream technique

Rosenthal, 
Sarah 2016

Inhabit each aspect of the dream, speak 
as each -- the book, the sunlight, the 
pretty girl. Now, how do they move? What 
is their gesture?

155.92

Sibling effect: 
Brothers, sisters, 
and the bonds that 
define us, The 

Kluger,  
Jeffrey 2011

I haven't read this book, and I'm not 
interested in a book to explain or unpack 
or investigate siblings, but my brother is 
so essential to my life, my self, that I had 
to find a way to include him in this list.

…in	  which	  I	  identify	  80	  books	  I	  read	  between	  June	  2015	  &	  June	  2016	  that	  changed	  me,	  and	  
provide	  the	  information	  needed	  to	  locate	  them	  in	  any	  public	  library,	  as	  well	  as	  an	  annotation	  to	  
provide	  insight	  into	  their	  meaning	  and	  significance.



158

You are special: 
Words of wisdom 
from America's 
most beloved 
neighbor

Rogers, Fred 1994 I'm not being ironic. He made the world a 
better place.

170.44

Advice from my 80-
year-old self: Real 
words of wisdom 
from people ages 
7 to 88

O'Malley, 
Susan 2013 "It will be more beautiful than you could 

ever imagine."

199 On the nature and 
form of the essay

Lukacs, 
Gyorgy 1911

"The essay is a judgment, but the 
essential, the value-determining thing 
about it is not the verdict…but the 
process of judging." 

304.809 Warmth of other 
suns, The

Wilkerson, 
Isabel 2010

The Great Migration traced through three 
lives, with research and context. I already 
had some knowledge, but I was shocked. 
It demonstrated, again, how little I know, 
how books expand my life.

305.8 Between the world 
and me

Coates, Ta-
Nehish 2015 I'm paying attention.

306.766

Vice Versa: 
Bisexuality and 
the Eroticism of 
Everyday Life

Garber, 
Marjorie 1995 Cathexis.

306.77 Anti-social turn in 
queer theory, The

Halberstam, 
Jack 2008

"Queerness names the other possibilities, 
the other potential outcomes, the non-
linear and non-inevitable trajectories that 
fan out from any given event and lead to 
unpredictable futures." 

306.77

Feeling 
backwards: Loss 
and the politics of 
queer history

Love, 
Heather 2007

"A central paradox of any transformative 
criticism is that its dreams for the future 
are founded on a history of suffering, 
stigma, and violence."



306.85 Argonauts, The Nelson, 
Maggie 2015

"The pleasure of recognizing that one 
may have to undergo the same 
realizations, write the same notes in the 
margin, return to the same themes in 
one's work, relearn the same emotional 
truths, write the same book over and over 
again--not because one is stupid or 
obstinate or incapable of change, but 
because such revisitations constitute a 
life."

325 New York Times Baquet, 
Dean, ed 1995-

My coworker has chronic headaches, she 
can't eat or sleep, her doctor said, Stop 
reading the news.

330
Primer on 
neoliberalism for 
my sister

Wilson, Neal 
James 2010 I've outgrown this, but it was the perfect 

place to start.

398

International 
folkloristic: Classic 
contributions by 
the founders of 
folklore

Dundes, 
Alan, ed. 1999

Listening, structure, humanity, magic, 
oppression, appropriation, goodwill, 
attention, collective consciousness, 
ignorance, history. 

398 Morphology of the 
folktale, The

Propp, 
Vladimir 1928

He claims that every sequence of events 
has its own laws. There are equations 
that prove this. Here is one: η3A10!G2M-N 
W*"Q

398
Hard Facts of the 
Grimms' Fairy 
Tales

Tatar, Maria 1987

My favorite chapters: 'Sex and Violence: 
The Hard Core of Fairy Tales" and 
'Victims and Seekers: The Family 
Romance of Fairy Tales.' 

423.1 Dictionary of 
American idioms

Makkai, 
Adam, ed. 2004 I like that we share the same language.

613.9 Xxxxxx Xxxxxx xx 
Xxxx Xxxxxxxxx

Wechsler, 
Toni 2015

I have fewer secrets than I used to. I 
thought I was ready to talk about it, not 
yet.

616.8 Fat is a feminist 
issue

Orbach, 
Susie 1978 I've thought about this book, this idea, 

since I was 20 years old.



616.8 Gilmore Girls
Sherman-
Palladino, 
Amy

2000-2007
They eat whatever they want. Never mind 
the show. I watch them and keep a list of 
all the things I would eat.

616.89

Shyness: How 
normal behavior 
became a 
sickness

Lane, 
Christopher 2007 Shy, insecure, anxious, introvert? 

616.891 Unstuck Gordon, 
James S. 2008

It happened to me. This has been the 
happiest year of my life. Has all this 
reading led to my happiness? Has my 
happiness let me be open to all this 
reading?

641.5 What we eat when 
we are alone

Madison, 
Deborah 2009 Does not include almond butter & jam 

sanwiches.

641.5 Plenty more Ottolenghi, 
Yolam 2014 Beet, rhubarb salad with gorgonzola. I'm 

a good cook when feeding others.

646.7

Bobbi Brown 
beauty: The 
ultimate beauty 
resource

Brown, Bobbi 
& Annemarie 
Iverson

1997
I own this book, but I bought it at a thrift 
store: that's exactly my level of 
commitment.

646.79 Fifteen love tests Xue, Elva 2012

Questions include, "Do you ever wear 
sexual clothes? The person taking this 
test must say that they do not wear 
sexual clothes. I cannot teach about this, 
because their sexual dress likely is very 
important to their happiness."

658.3 Conflict resolution Dana, Daniel 2001

Read in preparation for a management 
exam. I got an A. I might be a natural, but 
more likely I've paid attention to my many, 
many mistakes.

730.92

Against Witness: 
Paul Celan, Doris 
Salcedo, and 
memory in the 
Internet age

Hong, Cathy 
Park 2015

I want a searchable database so I can 
type in 'Doris Salcedo' and find her work. 
Does that exist? Is it another thing I don't 
yet know? It's overwhelming to realize all 
the things I don't yet know. Paul Celan 
though, I know Paul Celan with my whole 
heart.

747 House book, The Conran, 
Terrence 1974

M recommended that I envision my 
perfect dwelling, a place where I could 
flourish.



747.1

Handmade 
houses: A guide to 
the woodbutcher's 
art

Boericke, Art 1973
I thought I would be the kind of woman 
who built her own house. Who used 
power tools. So far, I am not. 

759.13

Amazons in the 
drawing room: The 
art of Romaine 
Brooks

Chadwick, 
Whitney 2000 The gaze in her self-portraits. 

759.13 Agnes Martin

Morri, 
Frances & 
Tiffany Bell, 
eds

2015
When it came time to see her work in 
person, I was frightened. I said, It will be 
too much. I will feel so much.

759.3
Paula Modersohn-
Becker, the letters 
and journals

Busch, 
Gunter & 
Liselotte von 
Reinken, eds

1983 She chose motherhood and died in 
childbirth.

791.43 Interview with 
Agnes Varda Heti, Shelia 2009

"We feel time differently when we are 
suffering or are in pain or we are waiting 
for something. So subjective time became 
the subject for me."

791.44
Essay film: From 
Montaigne, After 
Marker

Corrigan, 
Timothy 2010

He talks about the 'essayistic' and the 
discussion moves between film and 
literature. I read the whole book. 

792.5
In search of the 
centaur: The 
essay-film

Lopate, 
Phillip 1992

"An essay is a continual asking of 
questions--not necessarily finding 
'solutions,' but enacting the struggle for 
truth in full view." Yes, except for the truth 
part.

811 Desire trails CAConrad 9/27/15

"I don't believe in hope. It takes me out of 
this moment, it means I'm living in the 
future and I would rather live now." 
(paraphrased)

811

On being okay 
with being okay 
and making pure 
gestures of refusal

Low, Trisha 2016

"...placing myself in proximity to 
situations, persons and objects that are 
cruel to me, aesthetically, interpersonally, 
imaginary or not. ‘Struggle’ is a weird 
word because that suggests this is 
negative, which it definitely isn’t, it’s often 
productive..." I don't identify, maybe I want 
to emulate?



811.5
Delusions of 
Whiteness in the 
Avant-Garde

Park Hong, 
Cathy 2014

"The avant-garde’s “delusion of 
whiteness” is the luxurious opinion that 
anyone can be “post-identity” and can 
casually slip in and out of identities like a 
video game avatar, when there are those 
who are consistently harassed, surveilled, 
profiled, or deported for whom they are." 

820

The Situation and 
the story: The art 
of personal 
narrative

Gornick, 
Vivian 2002

"…the writer of personal narrative must 
also persuade the reader that the narrator 
is reliable." No. I refuse.

820.9 ReadingWhileWhit
e.blogspot.com

Lindsay, 
Nina, ed. 2015-

Reading children's books as white 
librarians. Nina says, We need to be 
allies, admit blindness, admit and 
examine our trying and failing and trying 
again.

823

Feminist optics 
and avant-garde 
cinema: Germaine 
Dulac's "The 
smiling Madame 
Beudet" and 
Virginia Woolf's 
"Street haunting." 

Hindrichs, 
Cheryl 2009

"The self-reflexivity of these texts 
encourages audiences to dwell upon the 
many paradoxes of seeing and knowing, 
the double movement of revelation and 
obscurity..." 

823

Detective as 
reader: Narrativity 
and reading 
concepts in 
detective fiction

Huhn, Peter 1987
"…the history of the detective genre is 
marked, on one level, by growing doubts 
about the possibility of telling the story."

823

"A New Tradition": 
Virginia Woolf and 
the personal 
essay

Rodriguez, 
Laura M. Lojo 2001

I'm always looking for discussion about 
my obsessions, this was disappointing. 
I've had to seek more, elsewhere. 



824 Street haunting Woolf, 
Virginia 1942

"The shell-like covering which our souls 
have excreted to house themselves, to 
make for themselves a shape distinct 
from others, is broken, and there is left of 
all these wrinkles and roughness a central 
oyster of perceptiveness, an enormous 
eye. How beautiful a street is in winter! It 
is at once revealed and obscured." 

917.94 Hiking Marin's 
coast

Dunham, 
Tracy 2001

There are lots of places to go, although 
mainly I take the same route: to the top of 
the road, down the cliff, along the beach, 
past the lagoon, back up the hill.

917.94
Visitors guide to 
Sausalito and the 
Marin Headlands

Hanrahan, 
Michael 2007

Things to look for, things to do. Some 
hikes, some history. Nothing glamorous. 
I've found this book helpful.

Film All my life Baillie, Bruce 1966
A fence, sunshine, Ella Fitzgerald. It's on 
youtube but don't watch it there, wait until 
you can see it on film. It is everything.

Film Babyface Green, Alfred 
E. 1933

Pre-code. Sexual manipulation, beautiful 
clothes, poverty, striving. Is she 
independent? Desperate? Empowered?

Film Bright leaves McElwee, 
Ross 2003 I told SPM how much I liked this film and 

she said, 'I can see that in your essays.'

Film Act of killing, The Oppenheimer
, Joshua 2013

It's about the Indonesian genocide, so it's 
hard to convince anyone to watch it, but, 
really, it is my favorite film. I can't 
recommend it enough. The killers write a 
musical, write a Western, are brazen and 
terrified.

Film X-Men days of 
future past Singer, Brian 2014 It's a relief to see such easy good and 

evil, to have such easy feelings.



Film California Varda, Agnes 1968

Hippies on houseboats, Black Panthers in 
Oakland, she caught glimpses of 1968. 
Her eye instructed me again, This is how 
to look and admit that you're looking. 

Film Daguerreotypes Varda, Agnes 1975
She had a five year old son and a 50 foot 
extension cord: this is what she saw. All 
we can see is all she could see.

Film Cemetery of 
splendor

Weerasethak
ul, 
Apichatpong 

2015

The spirit world is right here with us. The 
movie wasn't protestizing but I've always 
believed it. Sometimes that's why I'm not 
lonely.

Film Who framed 
Roger Rabbit

Zemeckis, 
Robert 1988

I identify with Jessica Rabbit. Watching it 
with men, I was embarrassed, I was 
uncomfortable, I was angry.

Fiction Last nude Avery, Ellis 2012
An example of the role of a muse and the 
power of looking, of being watched, how 
that tangles into sex.

Fiction The index Ballard, J.G. 1990 A short story in the form of an index. Eh. 

Fiction Parable of the 
sower

Butler, 
Octavia 1993

Drought.  Anxiety when I woke up, when I 
drove, doing dishes. Our future without 
water: how long until this is true? I know 
this will soon be true.

Fiction Dr. Bloodmoney Dick, Philip 
K. 1965

Nuclear or climate, there will be an 
apocalypse. Do all generations live with 
knowledge of a coming apocalypse?

Fiction Nobody's family is 
going to change

Fitzhugh, 
Louise 1974 Threat & promise. From the author of 

'Harriet the Spy'.

Fiction Galton case, The McDonald, 
Ross 1959

"She wasn't young: close up, I could see 
the fortyish lines in her face and the 
knowledge in her blue eyes. But she held 
herself with adolescent awkwardness, 
immobilized by feelings she couldn’t 
express."



Fiction Pale fire Nabokov, 
Vladimir 1962 His hallmark is unreliable narrators. 

Commentary on a heartbreaking poem. 

Fiction

Aristotle and 
Dante discover the 
secrets of the 
universe 

Sáenz, 
Benjamin 
Alire

2012
First love. That's not what happened to 
me at 16, but their feelings, in the novel, 
carry with me, even now, that optimism.

Fiction Dark adapted eye, 
The Vine, Barbara 1986

Clues dropped and misleading. I thought, 
She could have done it, I could have done 
it, which one am I? Not the one happily 
married. Not the one in the taxi with a 
nice hat. Not the one killed in the nursery, 
my baby held by someone else, blood 
down my leg, on the rug. 

Fiction Orlando, a 
biography

Woolf, 
Virginia 1928 The ultimate androgyny, love poem,  

sentences.

Autobiography East room Wilson, Erin 2013-2016 Evidence of change.


